
 

Secondary education is divided into two sections: gymnasio (which is 

compulsory) and lykeio (which is not compulsory). Gymnasio is the first 

level of secondary education and it is compulsory for children aged 12 to 

15. It lasts three years. The  school year generally runs from mid-

September to mid-May, with classes five days a week. The school week is 

34 to 35 hours.  

Pupils are assessed orally and with written tests and projects. Written 

examinations are planned for the end of each term. A leaving certificate 

allows pupils to continue their studies by enrolling at a lykeio or enter a 

vocational training programme at the Technical-Vocational Educational 

Institutes (TEE). 
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