
MAGNA CARTA 



When was it introduced? 

 The Magna Carta was signed in June 1215 
between the barons of Medieval England and 
King John. ‘Magna Carta’ is Latin and it means 
“Great Charter”. The Magna Carta was one of 
the most important documents of Medieval  
England. 





Why was it introduced? 

• Magna Carta was an attempt by the barons to stop King John 
because he was abusing his power against the people of England 
who were suffering. 
 

• Barons were very angry with King John because he had made many 
mistakes. For example, he introduced high taxes without asking the 
barons. This was against the feudal law. 
 

• The barons captured London but, they did not defeat John entirely 
and by Spring of 1215, both sides wanted to discuss problems that 
existed. The result was Magna Carta. 

 
 
   





What did it say? 

• Magna Carta refers to the rights, privileges and 
liberties of the clergy and the nobles and  limits the 
power of the King.  

• It contained 63 clauses dealing with many problems  
like the ownership of land, taxation but most of the 
clauses deal with the administration of justice. 

 

 





Why is it important today? 

• Magna Carta is a cornerstone of the individual 
liberties, and a foundation of liberty as well as 
democracy. 

• Firstly it is a document of historical and legal 
significance. 

• Secondly, it shows  how we live, with equality under 
the rule of law. 

• These clauses are still part of the English law. 





CLAUSE 39  

• No free man is to be arrested, or imprisoned, or 
outlawed, or exiled, or in any other way ruined, nor 
will we go against him or send against him, except by 
the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the 
land. 





(CLAUSE 39 Applied) 

• Anders Behring Breivik killed 77 people in Norway 
and was tried for manslaughter. 

• Twenty-seven North Africans were brought to trial in 
Paris on March 20, 2006, because they were accused 
of planning terrorist attacks on the Eiffel Tower and 
numerous other targets. 

• Arid Uka was an airport shooter accused for two 
murders and three incidences of attempted murder 
(Germany). 

 

 





THE END 


