


EARLY HISTORY 

• THE FIRST FORM OF NEWSPAPERS WERE  PRODUCED IN ANCIENT ROME, WITH THE NAME ACTA DIURNA, 

WHICH WERE MORE LIKE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT BULLETINS THAN NEWSPAPERS . THEY WERE 

CARVED IN METAL OR STONE AND POSTED IN PUBLIC PLACES. 

• IN CHINA, BETWEEN 713 AND 734 THE FIRST GOVERNMENT NEWS WAS PUBLISHED WHICH WAS 

HANDWRITTEN ON SILK AND READ BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

• HOWEVER, NONE OF THESE PUBLICATIONS  ARE CONSIDERED TO BE  NEWSPAPERS, AS THEY WERE  NOT 

INTENDED FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 





EARLY MODERN EUROPE 

• IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE THE INCREASED CROSS-BORDER INTERACTION CREATED A NEED FOR 

INFORMATION. IN 1556, THE GOVERNMENT OF VENICE FIRST PUBLISHED THE MONTHLY NOTIZIE SCRITTE, 

WHICH COST ONE GAZETTA, A SMALL COIN. THEY WERE HANDWRITTEN NEWSLETTERS AND USED TO 

PRESENT POLITICAL, MILITARY, AND ECONOMIC NEWS QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY TO ITALIAN CITIES 

SHARING SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF NEWSPAPERS THOUGH USUALLY NOT CONSIDERED TO BE 

NEWSPAPERS. 





THE FIRST NEWSPAPERS 

•  THE GERMAN-LANGUAGE  “RELATION ALLER FÜRNEMMEN UND GEDENCKWÜRDIGEN HISTORIEN”,  BY 

JOHANN CAROLUS IN STRASBOURG, IS RECOGNIZED AS THE FIRST NEWSPAPER (IT WAS PRINTED IN 

1605).   



CONTINUING 

• THE FIRST ENGLISH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER  WAS PUBLISHED IN AMSTERDAM IN 1620. 

 

• THE FIRST NEWSPAPER IN FRANCE WAS PUBLISHED IN 1631, WITH THE NAME “LA GAZETTE” . 

 

• POST- OCH INRIKES TIDNINGAR WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN SWEDEN IN 1645, AND IT IS THE OLDEST 

NEWSPAPER STILL IN EXISTENCE, THOUGH IT NOW PUBLISHES ONLY ONLINE! 





THE EVOLUTION OF NEWSPAPERS 

• BY THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, MANY CITIES IN EUROPE, AS WELL AS NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, 

PUBLISHED NEWSPAPERS.  ADVANCES IN PRINTING TECHNOLOGY RELATED TO THE INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION ENABLED NEWSPAPERS TO BECOME AN EVEN MORE WIDELY CIRCULATED MEANS OF 

COMMUNICATION. SOON, IT WAS ADAPTED TO PRINT ON BOTH SIDES OF A PAGE. THIS INNOVATION MADE 

NEWSPAPERS CHEAPER AND THEREFORE AVAILABLE TO A LARGER PART OF THE POPULATION. 

NEWSPAPERS PLAYED THE LEADING ROLE IN THE MEANS OF COMMUNICATION  AND HAD HUGE VALUE AS 

THEY WERE AVAILABLE TO ALMOST ALL THE POPULATION. 





TO THE INTERNET 

 

• DURING THE LATE 1990S, 24-HOUR TELEVISION CHANNELS AND THEN THE INTERNET CAME TO THE SURFACE AND POSED A SERIOUS 

THREAT TO MOST NEWSPAPERS IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. PAID CIRCULATION HAS DECLINED AND  ADVERTISING, WHICH  IS THE 

MAJOR NEWSPAPERS' INCOME HAS CHANGED FROM THE PRINTED PRESS TO THE NEW MEDIA, RESULTING IN A DECLINE IN PROFITS. 

MANY NEWSPAPERS AROUND THE WORLD LAUNCHED ONLINE EDITIONS IN AN ATTEMPT TO STAY AHEAD OF THEIR AUDIENCE. 

HOWEVER, IN THE REST OF THE WORLD, CHEAPER PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION, INCREASED LITERACY, THE GROWING MIDDLE CLASS 

AND OTHER FACTORS HAVE COMPENSATED FOR THE RISE OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA AND NEWSPAPERS. 

 

• ON 10 APRIL 1995, THE AMERICAN REPORTER BECAME THE FIRST DAILY NEWSPAPER TO START ON THE INTERNET.  

 



NOWADAYS 

• IN GENERAL, PRINTED NEWSPAPERS LOST THEIR VALUE AND PRESTIGE AND 

INTERNET ALONG WITH TV BECAME THE MAIN SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

CAUSING A DOWNFALL IN THE NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY. 


