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Ireland … 
 Ireland is an island in the North Atlantic. It 

is separated from Great Britain to its east 
by the North Channel, the Irish Sea, 
and St. George's Channel. Ireland is 
the second-largest island of the British 
Isles, the third-largest in Europe, and 
the twentieth-largest on Earth. 



  
 Prehistoric Ireland spans a period from the 

first known settlement around 8000 BCE 
until the emergence of 
“protohistoric" Gaelic Ireland at the time 
of Christianization in the 5th century. 
Christianity subsumed or replaced the 
earlier polytheism and other forms of 
Celtic Christianity by the end of the 7th 
century. 



   The Norman invasion of the 
late 12th century marked the 
beginning of more than 700 
years of direct English rule 
and, later, British involvement 
in Ireland. In 1177, Prince 

   John Lackland was made   
   Lord of Ireland by his      
   father Henry II of England at  
   the Council of Oxford. 



   The 1614 overthrow of 
the Catholic majority 
in the Irish Parliament 
was realised 
principally through 
the creation of 
numerous new 
boroughs which were 
dominated by the 
new settlers. 



  
 By the end of the seventeenth 

century, recusants, representing some 
85% of Ireland's population, were then 
banned from the Irish Parliament. 
Protestant domination of Ireland was 
confirmed after two periods of war 
between Catholics and Protestants in 
1641-52 and 1689-91. 



  
 The Irish Parliamentary Party strove from 

the 1880s to attain Home Rule through the 
parliamentary constitutional movement, 
eventually winning the Home Rule Act 
1914, although this Act was suspended at 
the outbreak of World War I. 



  

 The Easter Rising staged 
by republicans two years 
later brought physical 
force republicanism back 
to the forefront of Irish 
politics. 



  
 In 1922, after the Irish War of 

Independence and the Anglo-Irish Treaty, 
most of Ireland seceded from the United 
Kingdom to become the 
independent Irish Free State, which after 
the 1937 constitution, began to call 
itself Ireland. The six northeastern counties, 
known as Northern Ireland, remained 
within the United Kingdom. 



  
 The Irish Civil War followed soon after the 

War of Independence. The history of 
Northern Ireland has since been 
dominated by sporadic sectarian conflict 
between Irish nationalists and unionists. 
This conflict erupted into the Troubles in 
the late 1960s, until an uneasy peace 
thirty years later. 
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