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Charlie Hebdo

• The magazine was founded in 1970
• The magazine is published every Wednesday
• The editor is Gerard Biard
• The magazine has been the target of two terrorist 

attacks, in 2011 and in 2015, presumed to be in 
response to a number of 
controversial Muhammad cartoons it published.



2006

• Controversy began over the publication's edition of 9 
February 2006. Under the title "Muhammad 
overwhelmed by fundamentalists”, the front page 
showed a cartoon of a weeping Muhammad saying 
“It's hard being loved by jerks”.

• On 11 February 2006 Islamists marched against the 
publication of Muhammad.





2007

• What followed was what the French President, 
Jacques Chirac, said: "Anything that can hurt the 
convictions of someone else, in particular religious 
convictions, should be avoided". After a period of 
time the publisher Philippe Val contended "It is racist 
to imagine that they can't understand a joke“. 

• On 22 March 2007, executive editor Val was 
acquitted by the court.



2011 attack

• On 2 November 2011, the newspaper's office was 
firebombed and its website was hacked. Because of 
this, the magazine decided to change its name to 
"Charia Hebdo", with Muhammad listed as the 
“Chief-Editor". 



2012

• In September 2012, Charlie Hebdo published six 
cartoons of Muhammad, one of which was called 
“Intouchables 2”, showing Muhammad in a 
wheelchair. The Muslims dragged the French 
magazine to court and demanded 580,000€.
However, the newspaper's editor defended 
publication of the cartoons, saying, "We do 
caricatures of everyone and when we do it with the 
Prophet, it's called provocation."





2015 Attack

• On 7 January 2015, two Islamist gunmen barged in 
the main office of “Charlie Hebdo” and killed 12 
people, 4 cartoonists, an economist, 2 editors, a 
guest and 2 police officers.

• President François Hollande described it as a 
"terrorist attack of the most extreme barbarity".



The survivors issue

• The day after the attack the magazine announced the 
publication of the next edition, which sold 5,000,000 
copies. 



THE END
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