
Two Myths about Fire



The Māui

Hero Myth 

of Fire



Māui
is the famous 

demi-god of 

Polynesia,

who represents 

life.



One evening, Māui lay beside his fire 

staring into the flames. 

Māui, being the curious person that he 

was, decided that he needed to find out. 

I wonder 
where fire 
comes from

Māui went from village to village and 

extinguished all the fires.  

Ooops !                 
I’m in 

trouble!!!



The next morning there was an 

uproar in the village.

Maui should 
go to 

goddess, 
Mahuika, 

and ask her 
for fire.

Māui walked to the end of the earth and found 

a huge mountain glowing red hot with heat. 

How will we 
keep warm 
at night? 

How 
can we 
cook ?

We can't 
possibly live 
without fire

At the base of the mountain Māui saw a cave 

entrance. It was the entrance for the sacred 

mountain of Mahuika.



Mahuika listened carefully to Māui, 

and then she pulled a fingernail 

from one of her burning fingers and 

gave it to him.

Who is this 
mortal that dares 

to enter my 
house?

It is I, Māui, 
your 

grandchild!

So Māui left the house of Mahuika 

taking with him the fingernail of fire.

Welcome then
Māui! What do 
you want from 

me?

Take this fire as a gift to your 
people. Honour this fire as you 

honour me

The fires of 
the world have 

been 
extinguished, I 
have come to 
ask you for 

fire.



Mahuika was in a good mood. She hadn't 

spoken to someone in quite some time and 

she liked Māui. She gladly gave Māui 

another of her fingernails.

But Māui soon extinguished this fingernail 

as well and returned to Mahuika with 

another excuse.

But Māui couldn't contain his 

curiosity. He had to know where 

Mahuika could find fire if                   

she had no fire left. 

So he threw the fingernail    

into a river and went back to 

Mahuika's cave.

This continued until Mahuika had used all her 

fingernails and her toenails except from two. 

When Māui returned to ask for another, 

Mahuika was furious. She knew Māui had been 

tricking her and threw the next to last burning 

toenail to the ground.

I tripped and 
fell. Could I 
please have 
another?

Of course 
Māui! 



Instantly, Māui was surrounded by fire and 

chased from the cave.

Māui changed himself into a hawk and escaped 

to the sky, but the flames burned his wings. 

So Māui dived towards a river but the                         

heat made the water boil.

Māui was desperate. He called on his 

grandfather Tāwhiri who was the god 

of weather for help. 

Then, a mass of 

clouds gathered and 

rain fell.



When Māui returned to 

his village he didn't bring back 

fire as the villagers 

had expected. 

Mahuika had lost much of her power, 

but still she was not giving up.  

She took her very last toenail 

and threw it at Māui in anger. 

The toenail of fire missed Māui and 

flew into the trees

Instead he brought back 

dry wood from the trees 

and showed them how to 

rub the dry sticks 

together to create fire. 
The villagers were 

happy again



Māui very nearly paid the 

price for his curiosity

and came close to death.



Prometheus
Greek Mythology 

Myth of Fire



Promytheus was the son of Iapetus and Clymene's 



Promytheus was one of the Titans. 

His brother was Atlas. 



Zeus saved Promytheus from Tartarus 

after the Titanomachy and gave him a mission
Promytheus, you 

will form the first 

human from water 

and earth.



Prometheus accomplished the 

task, but while working on his 

creation, he grew fond of men. 

He didn’t care much ever about 

the Gods and he was much more 

comfortable being around the 

immortals.

You are my child 

and I’ll protect 

you for ever



Prometheus allied with immortals 

and steals the fire from Zeus                   

to offer it as a gift to humanity. 





Thank you 

Hercules!






